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1073. In Network Track Record, The Railway Magazine for April 2017 
reports the closure of Liverpool Lime Street on 28 February 2017 
when a fall of debris into the approach cutting blocked all four 
running lines. The station reopened on 8 March.

1074. Carnforth and Cumbria. A five page feature of ten colour 
photographs from the camera of David Rodgers. Ex LMS and BR 
steam locomotives at and around Carnforth in July and August 1968.
Backtrack Vol 31 No 5 (May 2017).

1075. Railway Excursion Traffic 1830 - 1899. An eight page 
survey by Jeffrey Wells with eleven photographs, three of LNWR 
period interest. The advent of the railway age facilitated ordinary 
people visiting places of interest further from their homes. This 
article looks at the development of this traffic in the nineteenth 
century, across all companies. Backtrack Vol 31 No 5 (May 2017).

1076. The Great Western in Wirral. Yes, I know, but stay with 
me! This is the first part of Tony Robinson’s investigation of how the 
GWR gained its northernmost outpost on the River Mersey at 
Birkenhead. It has six pages with two maps and eleven photographs,
all of GWR subjects. Look carefully though and you will see plenty of 
LNWR provided infrastructure. The article includes a short but 
cogent history of how the GWR & LNWR (later LMS) Joint Lines in this
area came into being. Backtrack Vol 31 No 5 (May 2017).

1077. Steam Railway Issue 465 (March - April 2017) has a one page 
progress report on the George V new build and announces the 
appeal for £10,000 to begin building the boiler. It includes a 
photograph dated c.1912 of the erecting shop at Crewe with a 
George V being assembled. 

1078. Hopton Incline. A single page with two photographs. The 
first shows photographers waiting to photograph the SLS special 
brake van tour on 30 April 1967, the last day of operation on the 
incline. The second is a current photograph taken from roughly the 
same place. Steam Railway Issue 465 (March - April 2017).

1079. Orion, Darroch and the tractors. A four page article with 
four photographs by Mike Fell and R Hennessy. Subject matter and 
photographs familiar from our own publications. SLS Journal Issue 
904 (March - April 2017). 

1080. Heritage Railway Issue 226 (March - April 2017) reports that 
the LNWR 2-2-2 Cornwall is being moved from Shildon to the 
Buckinghamshire Railway Centre, to be displayed next to the two 



LNWR liveried coaches in the Rewley Road visitor centre, the former 
LNWR station building relocated from Oxford.

1081. Oxford and Cambridge Object to Closure. An eight page 
article by Geoffrey Skelsey examining the closure proceedings for 
the Oxford to Cambridge route and the unsuccessful attempt by the 
universities to save the service. He draws particularly on papers 
from university archives and other contemporary sources. The 
article has ten, mostly colour, photographs, a map, tables and a 
bibliography. Backtrack Vol 31 No 6 (June 2017).

1082. Whitmore Part 2. The concluding part of Mike G Fell’s article
(the previous part is Press Digest item 1067). This part brings the 
story up to date, including quadrupling and the installation of water 
troughs by the LNWR and electrification by BR. There is also a 
wealth of other information; accidents, the water supply to Crewe, 
traffic, station masters etc. Eight pages, thirteen photographs from 
all periods and sixteen more references. Backtrack Vol 31 No 6 (June
2017).

1083. “If Patriotic Sentiment is Wanted ….” A photographic 
feature: four pages containing ten black and white photographs of 
un-rebuilt Patriots in the LMS and BR periods. From the T J Edgington
collection. Not strictly LNWR but the lineage is mentioned and is 
clear to see. Backtrack Vol 31 No 6 (June 2017).

1084. Chester Corners: 2. A six page photographic feature by 
Tony Wright, of eight black and white photographs with extensive 
captions. Essentially a survey of post-war dilapidation.  No trains but
good clear pictures of the station in the post war period. British 
Railway Illustrated Vol 26 No. 9 (June 2017).

1085. Steam Railway Issue 467 (May/ June 2017) includes a 
photograph of the workshop at Tyseley. Although not specifically 
mentioned in the caption,
the new-build Bloomer can be seen and a good indication of its 
present state. 

1086. Memories of Patricroft MPD in the 1960s. An eight page 
article by Ian Collingwood. Ten black and white photographs of the 
shed in the 1960s with good views of the shed infrastructure. Steam
World Issue 360 (June 2017).

1087. HS2 will give Birmingham Curzon Street a second life, 
by Robin Jones. A half page article with two photographs (past and 
present) about the role Curzon Street station will play when HS2 is 
opened to the city. Heritage Railway Issue 229 (June 2017).



1088. Heritage Railway Issue 229 also includes a half page 
photograph of the Coal Tank at the Bluebell Railway, with a train of 
BR Mark 1 stock, on the occasion of the Bluebell’s recent Branch 
Line gala. 

1089. From Steam in Trust - The Vintage Trains Magazine (Summer 
2017): ‘Following a generous donation specifically for the LNWR 
Bloomer replica No 67, the budget plan for 2017 includes fitting its 
driving wheelset. A fundraising appeal for the completion of the loco
is at the planning stage and will be launched later this year.’

1090. The Railway Magazine Vol 163 No 1,395 (June 2017), in its RM
Archive feature from 100 years ago, reports on LNWR locomotive 
developments. Particularly, the introduction of new series of 0-8-2 
‘side tank shunting locomotives’ and Claughton passenger 
locomotives, and the conversion of more four cylinder compounds to
the Renown class. Numbers and names are given.

1091. Down in the Lime Street Cutting. A three page 
photographic feature by John C Hughes, consisting of ten black and 
white photographs taken in and of features in the cutting, with 
extended captions. Most are post electrification but features going 
back to the 1830s are identified. Backtrack Vol 31 No 7 (July 2017).

1092. On the London and Birmingham Line. Another 
photographic feature, with four pages of nine colour photographs. 
Mostly ex LMS steam powered trains in the BR period. Backtrack Vol 
31 No 7 (July 2017).

1093. The Formative Years of the London and Birmingham 
Railway 1832-1838 Part 1, by Jeffrey Wells. The genesis of the 
West Coast main line. Seven pages with ten 
illustrations/photographs and a map. The illustrations include some 
of the fascinating J C Bourne drawings made during construction and
photographs from the LNWR and LMS periods. Backtrack Vol 31 No 7
(July 2017).

1094. The Great Western in the Wirral Part 2. The second part 
of Tony Robinson’s article, which describes the route, and passenger
and freight services. Six pages with eleven photographs of a GWR 
leaning, three in colour, and a bibliography. (The first part is Press 
Digest item 1076 above). Backtrack Vol 31 No 7 (July 2017).

With thanks to Graham Evans, Peter Stanton and Chris James.
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 We would also very much welcome contributions for periodicals not 
currently covered regularly and any comments on the digest. Please
contact Chris James.


